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Expected backgrounds  
for 5.6 T fiducial - 1,000 days 
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FIG. 2: Evolution of the discovery limit for a SI interaction as a function of the exposure for idealized Xe experiments with
perfect e�ciency and a 3 eV (4 keV) threshold. The discovery limit is shown for a 6 GeV/c2 (100 GeV/c2) WIMP mass for
di↵erent values of the systematic uncertainty on the 8B (atmospheric) flux in the left (right) panel. The second and third regions
(background subtraction and saturation regime) are well described by equation 8 as shown by the dashed lines corresponding
to the di↵erent systematic uncertainties.

Our primary motivation for this is because the neutrino-
electron spectrum is flat and is therefore fairly easy to
distinguish from a WIMP signal. Furthermore, in the
following we will mainly focus on the low WIMP mass
region (below 20 GeV/c2) where the CNS background
largely dominates over the neutrino-electron induced one.
Moreover, most experiments are able to distinguish be-
tween electron and nuclear recoils down to 10�3-10�5,
making the neutrino-electron scattering a negligible com-
ponent.

B. Discovery limit computation

Following Ref. [10], we utilize a profile likelihood ra-
tio test statistic in order to derive discovery limits of
upcoming direct detection experiments in the context of
the coherent neutrino scattering background. A discov-
ery limit fixes a WIMP-nucleon cross section such that if
the true WIMP-nucleon cross section is higher than this
value then the considered experiment has a 90% probabil-
ity to detect a WIMP with at least a 3� confidence level
[25]. A binned likelihood function has been used in order
to compute discovery limits for very high exposures:
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where �j

⌫

are the di↵erent neutrino fluxes, P is the
Poisson probability function, N

exp

is the number of
independent experiments, N

bin

is the considered number

of bins, Nh,i is the number of events in the i-th bin of
h-th experiment and N

⌫

is the number of considered
neutrino families. The values of µh,i

�

and µh,i,j

⌫

corre-
spond respectively to the expected number of events
from WIMPs and neutrinos of the family j for the
experiment h. They are computed by integrating the
considered event rates over the recoil energy range of the
i-th bin. Finally, L j

⌫

(�j

⌫

) are the individual likelihood
functions related to the flux normalization of each
neutrino component. They are parametrized as gaussian
distributions with a standard deviation corresponding
to the uncertainty on the considered neutrino flux.

The profile likelihood ratio test statistic allows one to
quantify the gap between a background only hypothesis
(H

0

) and an alternative hypothesis (H
1

) which includes
both background and signal [26]. It is defined as:
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where we used the
ˆ̂
~�
⌫

notation to show that this
parameter varies in order to maximize the conditional
likelihood function when �

��n

is fixed to zero. Following
Wilk’s theorem, the probability distribution function of
q
0

asymptotically follows a half �2 distribution with one
degree of freedom. This has been checked by computing
the histogram of the q

0

values under the H
0

hypothesis
for 1,000 Monte Carlo pseudo-experiments. Therefore
the significance of this test statistic is simply given by
Z =

p
qobs
0

in units of sigmas.

Figure 2 presents the evolution of the discovery limit
for a WIMP mass of 6 GeV/c2 (left panel) and 100
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